PAGE  


	Lesson Plan: Fourth Grade Science *Rainforest*

Casondra Chazarreta

4/29/2010

Professor Head




Casondra Chazarreta
Lesson Plan: Designed for Teaching Focus in One Content Area
	Parts
	Attributes 
	

	TEKS 


	112.6(B)(8) Science concepts. The student knows that adaptations may increase the survival of members of a species. The student is expected to:
     (a) Identify characteristics that allow members within a  

          species to survive and reproduce

     (b) Compare adaptive characteristics of various species

     (c) Identify the kinds of species that lived in the past and 

          compare them to existing species


	

	Objectives using  
Bloom's Taxonomy
	(1) Given pictures of species the student will be able to recreate a replica of the rainforest food chain and explain its importance through a commercial promoting the importance of all the animals in the rainforest with 95% accuracy.
(2) Given a specific website and a venndiagram the student will go on a virtual tour of the Rainforest and explore the species within and create a venndiagrams comparing and contrasting a few of their favorite species to similar animals in the past with 95% accuracy.
(3) Given a poster board and markers the student will create a poster promoting the importance of their species from the virtual tour they explored earlier in the Rainforest with 100% accuracy.

	

	Anticipatory Set
	1. I would dress up in a safari hat and wear kaki pants and a camo t-shirt.
2. As the students come in for the lesson I will great them and give them all a name tag to write their names on.
3. Invite them to all join you on a journey through the Rainforest. “Oh I am so excited that you all get to join me on a safari through the Rainforest.”

4. Lead them to the corner in your classroom where you have put a tree (made out of paper or a fake blow up tree.) “Come follow me and sit under this big Deciduous Tree for I will be your Tour Guide today!”

5. “Go ahead and greet the other tourists since we will be traveling together through the Rainforest.”

6. “We are going to experience feelings today that we may not normally feel while in our everyday lives. We may get a little sweaty today since it is humid in the Rainforest and we will also probably have to stop and investigate some new species as we travel through the Rainforest. We will encounter lots of information so I need everyone to bring a pen and a notebook to keep documentation of our travels.”

7. “The Rainforest pens and notebooks are located at the roots of this Deciduous Tree so please take turns coming to get your supplies. After you have picked up your supplies please go and take a seat at a desk to participate in the rest of our adventure!”

	

	Instructional Input/ Teacher Explanation & Modeling
	*The students will be back at their desks.

*As I teach I will move from the second objective to the first objective to the third objective.
1. Aren’t travelers we are about to go into the Rainforest so be sure you have your pen and notebook ready as we enter and discover so many new species and plants. 

2. Are you ready?

3. Pull up the virtual tour of the Rainforest http://www.msu.edu/~carusosa/rainforest.htm 

4. Go through and explore the different animals and species by clicking on the animals in the picture. After you click there are facts and information about that specific animal that you can read more about. 

5. Students are to take down notes on the animals and their importance to the Rainforest.

6. After completing the virtual tour as a class hand out venn-diagrams so that students can complete this by comparing animals that they learned about to animals they already know.

7. Also after going through this virtual tour as a class allow students to partner up to use the computers to go back on this website to explore certain animals more in depth. This will also allow for better completion of venn-diagrams. NOTE: You do not want the students to rely on this time to do all their “refreshing” on the animals. So maybe give a time limit of 15 or 20 minutes to go back through some of the animals to complete their venn-diagrams.)

8. Allow for discussions between the students because they will most likely be excited about their new findings about these wonderful Rainforest species!

9. While students are working on this assignment have a picture of the rainforest levels and the food chain up on the over head. Just so they are becoming familiar with what it looks like.

9. Have students turn this assignment in at the turn in shelf/basket.

10. Next to the turn in shelf/basket there is another basket that needs to have the zip-loc bags of pictures with animals on it. Each student needs to pick up a zip-loc bag as they turn in their venn-diagram assignment. 

11. Go ahead and allow students to look through the pictures as other students are finishing their first assignment with the venn-diagrams at different times. 

12. On the board you should have written out instructions for the zip-loc bag pictures. Explain that they will be expected to create a replica of a food chain after we all go through what the food chain looks like on different levels of the Rainforest.

13. Have students put all the pictures back into their zip-loc and place it on the corner of their desks.
14. Pull out and place on the overheard or elmo the pictures of the triangle picture that helps explain the different parts of the food chain. Explain how this is an example and base line of how animals need one another. 

15. Place the picture of the bacteria on the bottom and the sun at the top with the list of consumers on the right hand side starting at the bottom with decomposers to the top with primary producers. Explain in detail what it means. You can also go to the website http://ran.org/new/kidscorner/about_rainforests/factsheets/tropical_rainforest_animals/  to help explain this with some fun facts. 
16. Show the two pictures of the levels of rainforest just so they have an idea of how large the Rainforest is and remind them that there are tons of animals that live in the Rainforest. 

17. After going through that put the last picture of the food web in a deciduous forest up so they can see the food chain a little bit more in detail. This will probably help clear up a lot of confusion. Be sure to continue explaining the importance of each animal for they live off each other. They are very important to the Rainforest. 

18. Have students pull out the pictures from their zip-loc bags and glue them to a piece of construction paper to recreate an example of the Rainforest food chain. 

19. Students should label pictures and draw arrows to represent their understanding of how the food chain system works.

20. Again have students turn this in at the turn in basket/shelf.

21. Students should pick up a piece of poster board from the table that has their turn in area. Also pull out their markers or get some markers from the supply table.
22. Students should now be able to choose one animal that they want to promote and keep protected in the Rainforest. 
23. After each child has chosen their animal have them create a poster explaining the importance of their animal to the Rainforest and other animals in the Rainforest. 

24. This should include a picture/drawing as well as words to help describe this species and its importance.

25. When done the student should turn it into the turn in basket/shelf.


	

	Checking for Understanding
	I placed all the activities in the area above this one. None of my activities need supervision but they all require previous explanations and guidance to be able to complete the assignment correctly and with understanding. 

Yes, all the activities I plan on implementing with this lesson are all supportive of the performance objectives. 

I will be checking for understanding as I walk around the classroom as well as when I go through and grade their assignments.


	

	Guided Practice    
	I would reteach this lesson with the ability for each student to be able to go back over information needed with a different website then the primary website we used. Of course I would help each child as needed with the understanding of whatever they may be confused on. The website I would use for reteaching would be http://ran.org/new/kidscorner/about_rainforests/factsheets/tropical_rainforest_animals/ because it is more kid friendly as far as navigating through information and facts on their own. This would probably classify as an individual instructional activity versus a larger group or the whole class.

	

	Independent Practice 


	Looking through my lesson plan I found that the primary independent practice would be the poster board project that they were required to complete at the end of the lesson. Although, all the activities could fall under this category and if I wanted to I could have the students work in small groups or partners to do these same activities. I personally wouldn’t create homework for this lesson. I may have students go home and share an interesting fact with a family member and get their Rainforest Notebook signed by the person they shared a fact with along with the fact that they shared. Just so that it allows the student to be the expert on something.


	

	Closure 


	Well friends I am so glad that you all were able to join me in this journey of the Rainforest. I have enjoyed my time exploring the unique animals and parts of the Rainforest with you all. Can anyone tell me three things that you learned about the Rainforest that you didn’t already know previously? I need three volunteers to share with our fellow team mates in our discovery of so much new information. 

This would be an open ended class discussion under the Deciduous tree in the corner of the classroom where we started our adventure.

	

	Assessment
	I would use a rubric for their final Rainforest animal awareness and importance poster board. The Rubric is located at the end of this lesson plan.


	

	Technology
	· http://www.msu.edu/~carusosa/rainforest.htm Virtual tour of the rainforest and it gives facts about the animals in the Rainforest.

· http://ran.org/new/kidscorner/about_rainforests/factsheets/tropical_rainforest_animals/  This is another online activity website. You can also take virtual tours and find out ways to help save the Rainforest.


	

	Extensions
	1. Have students get in groups of four and hav each student head a specific job in creating a commercial for their designated species.

2. Create a Rainforest in the classroom with different levels and specific animals within each level. Students would research an animal and create that animal to hang up in the classroom along with their research paper.
3. Allow each student the opportunity to present their research or findings on their species the rest of the class. This can even be done in groups of four to help with time.

4. Students could create an ecosystem in a bottle to gain a better understanding of how life cycle works along with the water cycle.

5. I would also include small activities students could participate with individually as they finish if they finish their work quickly.


	

	Materials


	· http://www.msu.edu/~carusosa/rainforest.htm Virtual tour of the rainforest and it gives facts about the animals in the Rainforest.

· http://ran.org/new/kidscorner/about_rainforests/factsheets/tropical_rainforest_animals/  This is another online activity website. You can also take virtual tours and find out ways to help save the Rainforest.

· Poster

· Markers

· Scissors

· Glue

· Construction Paper

· Food Chain Diagrams

· Venn-Diagrams

· Pictures of Rainforest Species/Animals
· Pictures of different levels of Rainforest

· Rainforest Name Tags

· Pens

· Basket (for pens and notebooks to place under the tree at the roots)

· Rainforest Notebooks (Composition notebooks)

· Brown and Green Butcher paper (to create tree)

· Zip-loc bags (put pictures in)

	

	Individual Lesson Plan
	Submit group’s lesson plans in one folder and submit it to the professor before the presentation.
	


Name_Casondra Chazarreta_                          Date _4/29/2010_ Unit__Rainforest___________

     
      


Grade Level__Fourth________

     
      

Final Project: Lesson Presentation and Lesson Plan in Folder 

	I.  Individual Lesson Plan:
    25 total points available 


	One-day teaching focus; one comprehensive lesson plan including all Parts and all Attributes as designated in the rubric. Work will be typed on one side of page and will be attractive in design. Omit point column on the right and the bottom row. Include coversheet with the name of the Unit, Grade Level, and Title of Lesson Plan. 
	

	II. Five-minute 

    Individual 

    Presentation:

    20 total points available 

    (18 points for teaching 
    the "hands-on" activity; 

    2 points for presenting  

    the assessment) 


	Submit folder to professor before your presentation. Follow lesson plan procedures listed in Instructional Input of the Lesson Plan to teach the class one "hands-on" activity that is designed for mastery of at least one of the objectives. Bring any materials needed for teaching this activity. State the objective being taught. Demonstrate and model instructional strategies for teaching the objective. Give or show the class the self-developed assessment (hard copy assessment must be included in folder) to evaluate mastery of the concepts and skills based on the objective. Meet 5-minute presentation. 
	    

	III. Attachment: 
     5 total points available 
     for attaching complete 
     Lesson Plan by due 
     date, including all 
     worksheets and 

     assessments 
	Complete Lesson Plan will be attached in Discussion Board before the presentation for credit. Use the Title of the lesson plan and the Content Area. Then use threads with Title of the Unit and Grade Level to group the Unit members’ plans together in one place on Discussion Board. 
	

	Final Project Total:   

50 points available
	Feedback: 
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Name:________________________________________  Date: ___________________

Venn-Diagram
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Student’s Name: ______________________________________

Poster Board Rubric

	Content- The information is true and factual.
	Creativity- The student took time to make their poster visually eye appealing.
	Extra Comments
	Total

(Possible 10pts)

	1   2   3   4   5
	1    2    3   4   5
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